
Panel 1: 

Bioeconomy strategies in the different 

OECD countries: comparison of their 

objectives, priorities, governance and 

implementation guidelines

G20 OECD-BNCT WORKSHOP

Bioeconomy in the OECD countries

Presidency of council of Ministers 

July 16, 2021 



Canada’s Industrial Bioeconomy 

Strategy

G20 OECD-BNCT WORKSHOP

Bioeconomy in the OECD countries

Presidency of council of Ministers 

July 16, 2021 

A.J. (Sandy) Marshall
Executive Director, Bioindustrial Innovation Canada

sandym@bincanada.ca



Bioindustrial Innovation Canada is a not-for profit business 

accelerator providing critical investment, advise and services to early stage 
companies with clean, green and sustainable technologies

FPInnovations is a not-for-profit R&D private organization that 

specializes in the creation of solutions that accelerate the growth of the 
Canadian forest sector and its affiliated industries to enhances their global 
competitiveness

Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) is a trade 

association which represents Canada's wood, pulp and paper producers 
both nationally and internationally in government, trade, and 
environmental affairs

BIOTECanada is dedicated to the sustainable commercial development 

of biotechnology. This involves the introduction of new products and 
processes to improve health, agriculture, the environment, and industrial 
operations

The BioDesign consortium concept formed in 2017 around a collective mission to build and 

support highly-innovative Canadian firms who seek to commercialize new bio-based products 

and sustainable biomass-to-bioproducts technologies

BioNB is New Brunswick’s oldest impact NGO dedicated to providing 

leadership and support to increase the research, development and 
commercialization capacity in the province’s bioeconomy sectors.



Canada’s Industry-led National Bioeconomy Strategy

– Reflects the views of more than 400 industry partners

– Represents primarily the agricultural and forestry sectors 

– Easily expands to include other sectors and cross-sectoral 

value chain stakeholders (e.g., aquaculture)

Leverages Canada’s Competitive Advantages

– Access to large quantities of high quality biomass

– Global leadership in forestry and agriculture

– Sustainable resource management

– Skilled workforce

Canada can be a world leader in the industrial circular bioeconomy 
focused on producing cost competitive, net zero carbon bioenergy, 

bioefuels, biochemicals and biomaterials



Implementing a Shared Vision for Canada

– Promote the highest valorization of Canadian biomass and residuals

– Promote the objectives of a net zero and sustainable carbon footprint through best 

management practices

– Create pan-Canadian collaboration to leverage regional strengths and opportunities

– Integrate Canada’s bioeconomy into the global circular economy

A Call to Action

– Natural Resources Canada taking leadership role nationally for specific elements

– Collaboration with Provinces and Territories through the Canadian Council of Forest 

Ministers’ Forest Bioeconomy Framework 

– Leverage assets of existing natural resource sectors and heavy industry (e.g., forestry,  

oil & gas, refining, cement, steel, etc.) 

– The bioeconomy enables the financial success of emerging industries (food    

processing, advanced manufacturing, oceans) 



A modernized regulatory system that enables innovation 
and provides certainty to industry and enables the 
bioeconomy

Establish exemplary stewardship of Canada’s natural capital.  
Canada needs to review how it values its natural capital and 
how to optimize feedstock valorization to realize the 
optimum impact on the economy

Support for a strong sustainable innovation ecosystems with 
an emphasis on high performing clusters, job training and 
skills development

A business climate that supports scaling of Canadian bio-
based companies.  Companies require access to risk and 
patient capital; business services to assist later stage 
commercialization; support to build strong ecosystems; and 
support for collaboration within commercial value chains

Needs and Opportunities for the Canadian Bioeconomy



Thank you

Canada’s Bioeconomy Strategy

https://canadabiodesign.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/b22338_913d63ade9

32490091eb5ae9b2edaad5.pdf

Forest Bioeconomy Framework for Canada
https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/publications?id=39162

Canada’s Green Government Strategy
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-

secretariat/services/innovation/greening-

government/strategy.html

https://canadabiodesign.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/b22338_913d63ade932490091eb5ae9b2edaad5.pdf
https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/publications?id=39162
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/innovation/greening-government/strategy.html

